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Among the titles that I bear in my  
ministerial role is that of Censor Librorum 
(i.e. a member of the Archdiocesan Board 
of Censors—literally a "censor of books").  
I've "served" in that capacity for almost 
20 years, although it has been more than 
a dozen years since I actually did any 
work for it.  It is the best of boards: it has 
no meetings ever. Every diocese is  
required to have such a group, and it's 
kind of a hold-over from a time that many Catholic publishers sought 
to have a bishop's "imprimatur" (or seal of approval) on the books and 
catechetical materials that they publish. Occasionally bishops  
themselves require it when allowing educational materials to be used 
in their dioceses. 

The idea is simple enough.  A publisher presents a new newly-minted 
resource to a bishop and requests his official public statement that 
the content is faithful to Catholic doctrine.  But of course the bishop 
doesn't actually have time to read the material himself, so he hands it 
off to a Censor Librorum to do the reading for him, and to render a 
judgment that there is Nihil Obstat, or "nothing standing in the way" 
of formal approval. It's a negative recommendation to the bishop, who 
uses that to make his positive, formal OK. 

The last time I was assigned a task as a censor, it involved a local  
parish that had decided to develop and publish its own curriculum 

from scratch for its children's faith formation programs. It involved 
boxes and boxes of material—books, worksheets, games, puzzles, 

activities—that took me weeks to wade through. And since it wasn't 

from a professional Catholic publishing organization, I did indeed find 
quite a number of questionable claims being made amid the  

mountain of material. This required revisions and then more reading. 
At the end, I made it fairly clear to the understanding Chancellor at 

the archdiocese that I believed I had done far more than what was  
reasonably expected of me in that role. To date I have not been  

requested again! 

I'm remembering all this here because it's a reminder to me that we 
can sometimes get too caught up in the idea of equating "faith" with 

"correct answers to correctly-posed religious questions." That often is 
indeed the function of catechesis, but all of that is only a jumping off 

point for more mature engagement with the living God as we grow 
into faith each day. It is quite possible for people to confuse the act 

of amassing lots of religious data (even when it is entirely correct) 

with encountering our Lord in the Holy Spirit. Our faith is not invested 
in doctrine; it is grounded in God. And as St. Augustine once famously 

said, "If you can entirely understand it, then it's not God." 

So may your Lenten journey with God be one that tempts you into a 

bit of mystery as well as certainty. 



SOULCOLLAGE® 
Workshop and Introduction 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020, 6:30-8:00pm, Room 239      RSVP 

 

LENT BEGINS WITH ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday Masses: 9:00am, 12:00pm, 7:00pm 

Service with Ashes (no Mass): 5:00pm 

 
LENTEN PARISH RETREAT 
Be Who You Are and Be That Well    RSVP 

Saturday, February 29, 9:00am-Noon, Dorothy Day, Free 

 

THEOLOGY DAY 
The Bible And The Modern World 

Thursday, March 5, 6:00-9:00pm, Hall of Martyrs        RSVP 

 

CHAMBER CHOIR OF ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE 
OF ST. BENEDICT 
Saturday, March 7, 7:30pm 

 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Tuesday, March 10, 7:00pm in the sanctuary 

 

Mom’s Rock: with Lindsey Froemming 
Wednesday, March 11, 9:30–11:30am, Room 212, $10  RSVP 

 

Marriage Booster Retreat 
Saturday, March 14, 9:15am-4:45pm, $125 per couple RSVP 

 

Pax Christi Justice Speaker Series 
Sunday, March 15, 12:30-2:00pm, Room 212  RSVP 

 

ANNUAL CANA DINNER – EARLY LOVE BIRD RATE 
Saturday, April 25, 6:00–9:30pm, $70 per couple        RSVP 

 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
Save the date for the best week of the summer! 

Week of July 20–24, 9:00am–12:00pm 

Online giving is easy, 

convenient, and safe.  It 

allows you to donate any 

amount, anytime, from 

any device with Internet 

access. 

 

Donate online at  

www.paxchristi.com/

donations. 

CREATIVE?  ENJOY BRINGING SCRIPTURE  
STORIES TO LIFE?
We are in need of an adult drama team leader for our Bible 

Camp drama team (grades 6–12). All scripts and props are 
provided.  Experience with theater is helpful but not required. 

Rehearsal/leadership week is July 13–17 (9:00am–4:00pm) 
and Bible Camp is July 20–24 (8:30am–3:00pm).  Times may 

be flexible.  We do require the Essential Three (Background 

check, attendance at a VIRTUS session, and a signed Code of 
Conduct).  Information can be found at www.virtus.org.  This is 

a perfect opportunity for a college student to gain  
experience.  Contact Reneé Dignan, Youth Formation Minister, 

952-405-7212, or rdignan@paxchristi.com, for details. 

Week of February 9: 

 

Basket Collection 

Online Giving 

Other 

Total Week #32 

Budget 

Variance 

 

YTD Actual 

YTD Budget 

YTD Variance 

$8,626 

3,613 

19,822 

32,061 

29,000 

3,061 

 

1,762,972 

1,693,000 

69,972 

ADDITIONAL DETAILS AND EVENT  

REGISTRATION AT WWW.PAXCHRISTI.COM 


