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office Hours
Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

Mass Schedule
Weekend Masses
Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm

Nursery available at all weekend Masses.
Interpreter for hearing impaired at 11:00am.

Weekday Masses
Mondays 8:30am
Tuesdays 8:30am with Rosary to follow
Wednesdays 6:00pm
Thursdays 6:45am
Fridays 8:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation (private)
Saturdays 4:00-4:30pm

The Pax Christi News is printed monthly by the Church of Pax
Christi of Eden Prairie. We accept unsolicited manuscripts
and photos from parishioners, but reserve the right to
edit and publish such material at our discretion. Email
submissions, photos, and/or questions to Melissa Nault,
Communications Specialist, mnault@paxchristi.com, or
952-405-7221. All contributions become the property of Pax
Christi Catholic Community.
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4 Before | Forget by Fr. Bill Murtaugh

Fr. Bill Murtaugh
pastor

BEFORE
| FORGET...

FRANCISCAN Father Richard
Rohr has said, "The essence
of pain is when | am not in
control.” An important and
often challenging part of parish
ministry is connected with
death: visiting the sick and
dying, funerals, and helping
the grieving. Many people say,
"I want to die before | become
a burden to anyone.” It sounds
very altruistic. But if we think
about those words, what is really
being said sometimes is: "l want
to die before | lose control.” Lose
control of what? Of anything —
my arms and legs, my ability
to make my own decisions, to
come and go as | please, my
mind, my memory, my eyesight,
my hearing, my bowels.

Losing control is frightening if all
we see is what we are losing or
leaving behind. Most of us will
have to surrender something
important to us, and all of us
will surrender our lives one day.
Surrendering becomes easier
if we have hope. Think about a
caterpillar. By surrendering its
“caterpillarness,” the caterpillar
becomes a beautiful butterfly.
What looks like an end to life was
atransformation into a brand new
life. That is why the caterpillar
is often used as a symbol for
resurrection and new life.

Our Christian faith invites us
to see that our physical death
is not simply a separation of
the body and spirit passively
endured but a free act of

handing ourselves over to
God, just as Jesus did on His
Good Friday. Of course, there is
anxiety about death and a keen
sense of sadness over the death
of our loved ones.

Throughout our lives we will
lose control; we will be asked to
surrender. The center of Christian
spirituality is ACCEPTANCE. It is
the key to living the Christian
life. No doubt all of us, at some
time in our lives, have wanted
something that we never
received, leaving us emotionally
sad and even depressed.
The virtue of acceptance is
fundamental to life for all
human  beings.  Acceptance
means embracing what is, rather
than wishing for what is not.
When we can accept this painful
reality, we can move beyond
the pain and open ourselves to
experience life more deeply.
As we learn to accept what
is, we become at peace and
begin to see our lives from a
more balanced perspective. We
grow from the life lessons that
acceptance brings —to discern
what we can change and that
which we cannot. When we
accept our shortcomings and
those of others, we can embrace
our inner strengths.

I 'am a firm believer that all of
us can grow as Christians by
learning and living The Twelve
Steps. The Big Book of AA
states that “Acceptance is the
answer.” Acceptance is learned

through humility and surrender.
It grows out of our admission
and acceptance of defeat and
powerlessness, Step 1. This
leads us to accept spiritual help,
Step 2. In Step 3 we accept our
powerlessness beyond alcohol
and our total dependence on
God and seek to accept what
we cannot change and turn it
over to God. In Step 4 we come
to accept the past, ourselves,
and others. In Step 5 we admit
what we find in our personal
inventory, the wrongs in us,
and the wrongs we've done to
others, and we accept guidance
and direction from God and
another human being.

In Step 9 we accept the reality
that there are things we cannot
repair, that our amends may be
rejected, and that though God
will forgive, others may not.
With Step 12 we extend the
practice of acceptance to all our
affairs so that in time we may
come to accept failure without
despair, success without pride,
all the joys of life with gratitude,
and all its trials and tribulations
with courage and serenity.

Full acceptance is difficult to
achieve. Many of us have trouble
accepting the crosses of life:
suffering, failure, sickness, the
death of loved ones. At times
we are incapable of seeing
blessings and graces because
of cynicism or depression. The
proud have trouble accepting
faults, failings, limitations, and



sins. Those with poor self-
esteem cannot recognize virtues,
accomplishments, and successes.

The  Christian  virtue  of
acceptance helps us to submit
to the will of God, a fundamental
option for good over evil, to
take up our cross and follow
Jesus, and to acknowledge the
Spirit as the source of all good
gifts. Acceptance helps us
recognize ourselves as social,
interdependent beings who
find our fulfillment in serving
others. Acceptance helps us
stay focused and active in the
real world with its mixture of
grace and sin, good and evil,
joys and sorrows, hopes and
frustrations, accomplishments
and defeats. It is opposed to
cheap grace, easy answers,
idealistic plans, weak passivity,
and all forms of escapism.

To cultivate the virtue of
acceptance, we  Christians
instinctively turn to Jesus Christ
for guidance and strength. Jesus
was totally committed to doing
the will of God and to working
for the cause of humanity.
Throughout His public life, He

refused to take the easy way out.
He lived His life by doing good
day by day. When He realized
He was in mortal danger, He
prayed alone in the garden that
this "cup of suffering” would
pass Him by but then added
a memorable statement of
acceptance: "Not my will but
yours be done” (Luke 22:42).
Strengthened by prayer, Jesus
took up His cross, providing His
disciples throughout the ages
with motivation for accepting
the difficult task of spreading
the reign of justice and peace
in the world. Jesus trusted God
and nourished that trust by
regular and consistent prayer.

Acceptance is not only a virtue
but absolutely necessary for
real spiritual growth. As many
of us struggle with a lack of
patience, acceptance is a form
of patience — patience with
God, self, and circumstances.
Ultimately, acceptance is an
expression of love, for love is
patient, and one expression of
patience is acceptance.

Learning to accept one’s self is
one of the most difficult tasks
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we will ever accomplish. We
must learn to accept our own
unique personality, strengths,
and skills. Excuse me if | sound
like Mr. Rogers here, but it's true
that there is no one like you. You
are special and irreplaceable in
God's eyes. Learning to accept,
treasure, and even love who
you are is difficult. However, this
is what God does. God loves
you. God treasures, cherishes,
adores, and desires you. You
are unique to God and uniquely
loved by God.

Even though we agree with
this on an intellectual level, we
find it difficult to accept who
we are because of our faults,
weaknesses, and limitations. At
times; we are disgusted with
ourselves. But acceptance is
not selective. We must learn to
accept our own inadequacies as
well as our strengths. If we don't
like being with ourselves, how
is it that we ask another to do
that for us? The capacity to be
with ourselves as we really are,
finite, imperfect, and deeply
flawed, will prove not only to be
the cure for loneliness but our
secret gift to others as well.

Yes, life can be a burden. We
did not ask to exist. We had no
choice in the matter. Yet, here
we are. We must constantly
remind ourselves that existence
is the gift! True acceptance is a
courageous, risky act of faith. It
is an active act of surrender to
God. Acceptance begins with
accepting that the goal of life is
not comfort but being like Christ.

We are now commemorating the
passion, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. We, too, must
learn to accept pain, suffering,
and risks in order to achieve our
greatest goal — communion
with God.

SERENITY PRAYER

GOD GRANT ME THE
SERENITY TO ACCEPT THE
THINGS | CANNOT CHANGE;
COURAGE TO CHANGE

THE THINGS I CAN;

AND WISDOM TO

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE.

LIVING ONE DAY AT ATIME;
ENJOYING ONE
MOMENT AT ATIME;
ACCEPTING HARDSHIPS AS
THE PATHWAY TO PEACE;

TAKING, AS HE DID,
THIS SINFUL WORLD
ASITIS, NOT

AS | WOULD HAVE IT;

TRUSTING THAT HE WILL
MAKE ALL THINGS RIGHT
IF 1 SURRENDER TO HIS WILL,

THAT | MAY BE REASONABLY
HAPPY IN THIS LIFE

AND SUPREMELY

HAPPY WITH HIM

FOREVER IN THE NEXT.
AMEN.
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THE WORD PASCHAL comes
from the Hebrew words for
Passover. Passover is the name
given to the celebration of the
event from the book of Exodus
in which the angel of death
"passed over” the houses of
the Israelites, houses that had
lamb's blood on the doorways.
The angel of death entered the
houses of the Egyptians and
killed the first born son. In this
way, the Egyptian Pharaoh was
finally persuaded to release
the Israelites from their slavery

in Egypt.

Christians call Jesus the new
Passover lamb, or Paschal Lamb,
who gave up His life to save us
from the slavery of sin. Thus
paschal has also come to mean
of or pertaining to Easter.

The word TRIDUUM is Latin
for “three days.” The Triduum
consists of Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and
Easter Sunday. It is four days
unless you take a more ancient
view of what constitutes a day.
These days begin at sunset on
Thursday and end at sunset
on Sunday. It is a three day
remembrance of events from
the life of Jesus.

We are not experiencing a
biographical play about Jesus.
We do not pretend to be with
Him at the Last Supper. We are
not walking along the Way of
the Cross trying to imagine what
Jesus' suffering was like. We
are not visiting the empty tomb.
We celebrate what happened,
but what is happening now is
even more important.

PASCHAL TRIDUUM

We celebrate mystery, not
history. We are remembering
what Jesus did using something
called Anamnesis. Anamnesis, a
word that consists of the prefix
"an” and the word “amnesis,”
is the opposite of amnesia.
We are doing a particular type
of remembering here. We do
not just have fond memories
of what God has done for us
through Christ 2,000 years ago.
We are remembering in such a
manner that the past, present,
and future come together.
The death and resurrection of
Jesus are not just past events.
The effects of His death and
resurrection are present today
and will be present at the
Second Coming of Christ in the
future.

It is what we call the "mystery
of faith” or the "PASCHAL
MYSTERY,” the term used for
the death, resurrection, and
ascension of Jesus into heaven.
Itis the mystery of our salvation
through Christ.

We remember the saving plan
of God in the life, death, and
resurrection of Christ. If we
believe that Christ gave His life
for us, what kind of relationship
should we have with Christ
throughout the week? If we
follow in Christ’s footsteps, how
are we called to lay down our
lives for those around us? How
do we help make the Paschal
Mystery a living reality today?



THERITUALS AND SYMBOLS OF
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2

MASS AT 7:00PM
PRESENTING THE OILS

Oils blessed by the archbishop at this year's Chrism Mass are
presented to the community for use in sacraments and other prayer.
There are three oils. The Oil of the Sick is used in the Sacrament of
the Sick to anoint people who are ill or who are dying. The Oil of
the Catechumens is used to anoint those who are preparing to be
baptized. Holy Chrism is used in Baptism, Confirmation, Ordination,
and the Dedication of a Church and an Altar.

WASHING FEET

Jesus gives His apostles a command at the Last Supper in the Gospel
of John. Jesus washes the feet of those present and tells them to
wash one another’s feet. We follow that command by washing
another’s feet and allowing someone else to wash our feet.

At the time of Jesus, the host of a banquet would provide basin
and water for people to wash their hands before the meal. The host
might also provide for the guests to wash their own feet, dirty from
traveling. But the host would not wash the feet of the guests. Only
slaves would wash another person’s feet. Jesus said, "You call me
‘teacher’ and 'master,” and rightly so, for indeed | am. If | therefore,
the master and teacher have washed your feet, you ought to wash
one another’s feet. | have given you a model to follow, so that as |
have done for you, you should also do.”

The model Jesus gives us is one of being a servant to others. As we
read later on in the Gospel of John, "There is no greater love than to
lay down your life for a friend.” Jesus, the Lamb of God, the servant
of all, gains victory over sin and death by giving up His life for us.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Eucharist which was consecrated at the Holy Thursday Mass is taken
in a solemn procession to “an altar of repose” in our daily Mass
chapel. This Eucharist is ready to be used as Viaticum for the sick as
no Masses will be celebrated until the Easter Vigil. The chapel will be
open until 10:00 PM for private prayer for those who wish to answer
the call, "Could you not, then, watch one hour with me?” (Matt 26:40).

PREPARE FOR MASS by reading John 13:1-15. Ask yourself in what ways
are you a servant of Christ? Pray about what and who you serve and
who serves you. Think about the place the Eucharist holds in your life.
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THERITUALS AND SYMBOLS OF
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3

LIVING STATIONS AT 3:00PM AND 5:00PM
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION AT 7:00PM

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE PASSION OF JESUS

Last Sunday, we heard the Passion story from the Gospel of St. Mark.
Today we hear the Passion story from St. John. St. John makes it clear
that Jesus is a true King who is fulfilling the prophecies in Scripture
and whose glory is the cross. Jesus is in control, allowing Himself to
be arrested and questioned and killed because His *hour had come.”
A few days before the Last Supper, Jesus said to His disciples, "The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

VENERATING THE CROSS

"This is the wood of the cross, on which hung the Savior of the world.
Come let us worship.” These words begin the part of the service in
which we give reverence to the cross of Christ. Many people might
think it odd that we honor an instrument of torture and death, but
this veneration is an example of the paradox that we celebrate. The
cross did not bring about a pointless, tragic end to a person’s life.
The cross is the sign of Christ's triumph. His self-offering and love
won a victory over sin and death.

On this day, we are not reliving the passion and death of Jesus;
through the Church’s ritual, we are pondering the meaning of His
passion and death for our lives today. We are not scrutinizing the
details of Jesus’ suffering and, being filled with guilt, coming forward
in sorrow. We are instead filled with gratitude because through the
cross Jesus redeemed the world.

PREPARE FOR THESE SERVICES
by prayerfully meditating on
John 18:1-19:42. Compare
the details with the Passion of
Mark we heard on Palm Sunday.
Reflect on what crosses you
have carried in your life and
whether you also experienced
a resurrection moment for
each cross. What does it mean
to be living out your baptismal
call, answering these words of
Jesus: "If any want to become
my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their
cross and follow me” (Mt 16:24).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8.
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THERITUALS AND SYMBOLS OF
THE EASTER VIGIL, APRIL 4

MASS AT 8:00PM
LIGHTING A FIRE

We begin in darkness. A fire pierces the darkness, and from it we light
the “Paschal” or Easter Candle. This candle represents the light of
Christ as He conquered death and the darkness of sin. It will be used
at baptisms and funerals throughout the year. We spread this light
to one another as we hold candles and remember and rejoice in the
saving acts of God as heard in the Easter Proclamation or Exsultet.

"This is the night!” we proclaim, not “that was the night.” THIS IS THE
NIGHT. In this mystery of faith we celebrate, time does not hinder
us from actually taking part in the mystery. THIS IS THE NIGHT for
our broken world to be made whole. THIS IS THE NIGHT when all
creation is reordered, joining voices to praise Christ—the light no
darkness can overcome.

TELLING OUR STORY

We have more readings than usual this night as we recall many
stories of God's action throughout salvation history. In Mark's
Gospel we hear of an angel who says, "Do not be amazed! You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; He is not here.”

BAPTIZING WITH WATER

Water has many levels of meaning. Water refreshes us and gives life
to plants, animals, and people. Water cleanses us and washes away
dirt and grime. Water offers us recreation in this "Land of 10,000
Lakes.” But water has another side. Water erodes, water destroys,
water floods, and water can even take life away.

The water used in baptism means all of these things: we die to our
old life of sin, and we rise to new life in Christ, refreshed, cleansed,
and re-created. As we pray for those who are baptized this night, we
remember our own baptismal waters, and we renew our commitment
to live in Christ.

ANOINTING WITH OIL

Those baptized or confirmed will be anointed with the oil of Chrism.
There are many kinds of oil: motor oil, heating oil, cooking oil, lamp
oil, baby oil, and others. Chrism is perfumed olive oil. In the dry and
rough land of the Bible, this kind of oil was used for healing, much in
the same way we use body lotion on cracked skin today. Anointing
someone with oil is an ancient practice that set the person apart for
a special life mission.

We are anointed to share in the work of Christ as priest, prophet,
and king. Our priestly ministry calls us to celebrate our faith in
community prayer; our prophetic ministry is to proclaim God's word
wherever we may be; and our kingly ministry is to be stewards of
creation, caring for all that God has given us.

EATING AND DRINKING THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS

As at every Mass, we join in the Eucharistic feast and dine at the
Lord’s Table. The “rich fare” promised by lsaiah is shared by this
community of believers. Together, all partake of bread that has been
broken just as Jesus’ body was broken in His suffering and death.
That broken bread becomes the Body of Christ. We partake of wine
that has been poured out just as Jesus’ blood was poured out at
Calvary. That poured wine becomes the Blood of Christ. We become
what we have eaten and drunk; we become the Body and Blood of
Christ for the world.

PREPARE FOR MASS by reflecting on the meaning of these titles for
Jesus: Light of the World; Word of God; Living Water; Bread of Life.
These titles refer to the four parts of the Vigil.

BLESSING THE EASTER FOOD: HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4, NOON

The custom of bringing Easter food to the church for a blessing began in Eastern Europe, was brought
to the United States by immigrants, and has become more increasingly mainstream. A decorated
basket containing a sampling of the foods to be eaten for Easter dinner is blessed on Holy Saturday.
Some of the traditional foods are:

* A round loaf of Easter bread, usually decorated with a cross of dough, symbolizing Christ, the True Bread
* Ham or sausage representing the overabundance of God's mercy and generosity

* Brightly decorated hard-boiled eggs representing new life and Resurrection

* Butter shaped into a figure of a lamb or small cross as a reminder of Christ

» Salt for flavor as a reminder of a Christian’s duty to others



EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL

MASSES AT 7:00AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM

In addition to Masses in the main worship space,
there will be Masses in Nazareth Hall at 9:00am and 11:00am

We continue to celebrate the resurrection of Christ on Easter
Sunday. We remember our baptism by being sprinkled with holy
water. We renew our baptismal promises. We sing, "Jesus Christ is
risen TODAY" because we are not just remembering something that
happened a long time ago. The resurrection of Jesus has meaning
in our lives today. As we reflect on what it means for us today, we
renew ourselves to live a Christian life.

PREPARE FOR MASS by reflecting on your understanding of the
significance of the death and resurrection of Jesus. How have you
experienced Jesus' resurrection — breaking the chains of sin and
death —in your own life or in someone else’s life.
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PARISHIONER NEWS

FEBRUARY BAPTISMS

Declan Thomas Gallagher 2/8/2015
Isabella Jane Medina 2/8/2015
Violet Marie Sheldon 2/8/2015
Charlotte Savanh Thammavongsa 2/15/2015

FEBRUARY WEDDING

Katherine Powell and Samuel Eicher 2/14/2015

FEBRUARY FUNERAL

Joseph Irving Lowery 2/25/2015

FEBRUARY NEW MEMBERS

Cathy Anderson
Nick and Megan Dahlen
Jasbir and Arpita Fernandes
Jinishton Fernando and Georgitta Mel
Katherine Hall
Raymond Myers
Peter Nganga
Joseph and Vicki Orehek
Jennifer and Michael Shinners
Nash and Anna Simet
Christina and Matthew Taylor
Matthew Toporski & Amy Schroeder
Danielle Trovato
Larry and Jane Wellens
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GRACING LIFE WITH
THE POWER OF STORY

MY FATHER was a veteran of the
Vietnam era. Growing up | didn't
remember many stories of his
experience from his six-month
stintin the army. All | was told is
that he was a class E5 Sergeant
who came home wounded, shot
in the chest, his left knee, and
full of shrapnel from stepping
on a land mine while leading
his patrol through the Vietnam
jungle. His short experience left
him wounded for life with scars
that were both emotional and
physical.

All this was before he had met
my mother at Normandale

Community College. | can only
imagine what my mother's

parents would have thought
when as a 21-year old college
student, she brought home a
28-year old wounded war vet. |
quickly learned that many of my
father's experiences overseas
were ones that he either
didn't want to relive or were
moments he felt weren't fitting
for his kids. Usually he would
brush the questions of my twin
brother and me aside. He would
give simple one-liner answers
to questions like "What was the
war like?” by responding "Once
the first bullet flies past your
head, all the politics go right out
the window" and answering my
softer approach of "How were
the army camps?” with a grin
saying, “"Always make friends
with the cook.”

It wasn't until | was in my teen
years in about 2000 that my
father decided it was about time
to share his stories. We realized
that under Chapter 35, my
older sister qualified for some
education benefits  through

Veteran's Affairs. Through this
discovery, my father found out
about free counseling services
with the VA.

From the first week my father
met counselor Joe Moody
(yes, that is his real name), my
father was upbeat and smiling
at dinnertime. He realized that
he was allowed to feel proud
about his service. He realized
that the conflicted emotions
which came from actions he
was ordered to take as a soldier
were common and did not make
him any less of a man or role
model for his children. He also
found that his story had value
and lessons worth sharing.

After just months with his
therapist, my father connected
with the local VFW to share
stories  and meet other
veterans. Suddenly, he realized
that veterans had a presence in
the community and were proud.
He served in 21-gun salutes on
Veteran's Day; he touted our

educational benefits for college
as something both he and his
family earned. Finally, he ran
and was elected Commander of
our local VFW in 2002.

In 2003, my father Glenn Earl
Morcomb I, died of a heart
attack the day after a terminal
diagnosis of cancer. In just three
short years, he found his voice.
Through the courage to share his
story, he rediscovered his pride
and purpose in life, he became
active in the community, and |
also remember him giving lots
more hugs to his kids. While
it hurts to know that it took so
long for him to share his story, |
like to imagine that his last years
were among the most alive he
has ever felt. My father's story is
part of my own, and | continue
to share it as it keeps him close
to me.

Currently, | facilitate grief
support groups at the school
where | work because I've
learned that students who hide
their stories often feel isolated,
scared, and alone. As people of
faith who follow the stories of
our God, it is important to take
the time to share our story with
those around us, too. We are not
alone; we are together, united
through Christ.

At Pax Christi, we have a
group of caring, listening, and
gentle men and women called
Companion Ministers, trained
parishioners who are skilled
in allowing the truth of one's
stories to be heard, respected,
and honored. If you, or someone
you know, would benefit from
this kind of caring presence,
contact Jane Schmitz, Dir. of
Pastoral Care, 952-405-7238
or jschmitz@paxchristi.com.
Written by Joe Morcomb, Pastoral
Care Council Member



MAKE YOUR FUTURE
HEALTHCARE DECISIONS

APRIL 16, 2015, is National Healthcare Decisions Day (www.nhdd.
org.) The purpose of this day is to help all adults understand that
making future healthcare decisions includes much more than
deciding what care they would or would not want; it starts with
expressing preferences, clarifying values, identifying care preferences,
and selecting an agent to express healthcare decisions if patients are
unable to speak for themselves. Advance Care Planning involves
learning about treatment options, thinking about your values, talking
about your decisions and documenting these wishes. An important
step is selecting healthcare agents (primary and alternate) who
understand your values, wishes, and goals for medical treatment
and would be able to follow them. Honoring Choices (www.
honoringchoices.org) and Five Wishes (www.agingwithdignity.org) are
healthcare directives; their websites contain resources to assist with
this planning. Honoring Choices also has a short form, often used by
young adults, to begin this process by naming healthcare agents and
then over time developing a more detailed document.

Completing and sharing this document is a gift for you and your loved
ones so that they are not required to make healthcare decisions
based on what they "think” you might want. The Conversation
Project (www.theconversationproject.org) has a starter kit to assist
with this dialog so your wishes are expressed and respected. Copies
of your signed, dated, and witnessed health care directive should
be given to your healthcare agent, doctor, family/friends; keep the
original accessible (not in a bank box or safe).

Consider taking time this month to create or review your healthcare
directive. Discuss your values and beliefs with loved ones so they
understand your wishes if you cannot speak for yourself. If you have
questions or would like assistance with advanced care planning,
please contact Ann Dunagan, Parish Nurse, 952-405-7200, or
adunagan@paxchristi.com.

[
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BOOMERS AND BEYOND RETREAT
COMING IN MAY!

PAX CHRISTI'S BOOMERS AND BEYOND invites all seniors of the
parish to our annual retreat, co-sponsored with the Young at Heart
senior group at the Church of St. Edward. The retreat will be held
Tuesday, May 12 at Pax Christi, and feature noted speakers from the
Franciscan Retreats and Spirituality Center in Prior Lake, Brother Bob
Roddy, OFM Conv., and Kris Joseph, parishioner and spiritual director
atthe Center. Brother Bob has served as Retreat Director of Franciscan
Retreats and Spirituality Center since 2007. Besides his 24 years in
retreat ministry, he has worked in publishing as well as serving as
Friary Administrator in Washington, DC. Kris is a spiritual director
and licensed psychologist with a private practice out of Carondelet
Spirituality Center, and has served on the staff at Franciscan Retreats
and Spirituality Center since 1998. Kris is interested in the deep
connection that we each have with God.

The retreat theme, "Seasoned Spirituality,” will guide participants on
making space for ourselves and for God, and creating balance in our
lives. Boomers members can enjoy this event free as part of your
yearly membership. Non-members are encouraged to attend for a
fee of $15 per person, with reservation and payment in advance.
The day will begin at 8:30am with Mass, followed by a continental
breakfast and retreat, with lunch at the conclusion of the event.
Both members and non-members must register, either online at
www.paxchristi.com or by calling the RSVP line at 952-405-7251 by
Monday, May 4. Questions? Call Jane Schmitz, 952-405-7238.
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THE PARISH SIGN on the corner
of Pioneer Trail and Homeward
Hills proclaims, “All Are Wel-
come,” a statement of our cen-
tral, sacred value of hospitality.
We not only welcome each oth-
er as members of this commu-
nity, but we are called to wel-
come our guests and to share
the gifts God has given us.

Hospitality finds expression
in our Sunday worship. We
gather as a community of be-
lievers and nourish each other
when we recognize the pres-
ence of Christ in the assembly.
We are nourished in the Word
proclaimed and in the spiritual
food we receive in the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ. With this
nourishment, we are sent forth
to share holy hospitality in the
world around us.

Hospitality in the form of food
forms a significant part of our
parish ministry outreach. Peo-
ple must be able to eat! In
this land of plenty, it is uncon-
scionable that babies, children,
families, and elders do not have
enough to eat. People should
not have to decide between
food and rent or food and medi-
cine. It seems pertinent to con-
sider the Pax Christi hospitality
in action and remind all mem-
bers of the importance of par-
ticipating in these ministries.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT:
HOSPITALITY FOR
ACTION INFAITH

BURGUNDY BAGS - This weekly
collection of food supports the
food shelves at PROP here in
Eden Prairie and the Franciscan
Brothers of Peace in St. Paul.
In the seasons of Advent and
Lent, we highlight the need by
making it more visible at Mass-
es. Hopefully, this reminder
strengthens our participation
throughout the whole year.

LOAVES & FISHES - Each month
two very dedicated groups
prepare and serve a meal for
those who have no other place
to go to eat. One is served at
the Loaves & Fishes site at St.
Stephen'’s Church in Minneapo-
lis. The other is served at Catho-
lic Charities Dorothy Day site in
St. Paul. Not only do guests re-
ceive food for their bodies, they
are also treated to the warmth
and care of Pax Christi hospital-
ity. Some of the volunteers have
been serving for over 25 years!

CROPS FOR PROP - 2015 marks
the fourth year for the “"Crops
for PROP" garden project. Par-
ish volunteers plant and main-
tain a large garden on the west
side of the grounds. Last year
over 1,000 pounds of produce
was harvested! This is a great
volunteer project for people of
all ages and experience (and no
experience).

ST. STEPHEN'S SHELTER MEAL -
Every month a rotating group of
people takes a meal prepared at
Pax Christi to the St. Stephen’s
Human Services shelter. The
volunteers get time to visit with
shelter residents and learn a bit
about their stories and who they
are as people. Together they try
to create a sense of home in the
reality of homelessness.

MEALS ON WHEELS - Pax Christi
has volunteers who bring com-
munion to those not able to
gather with the community for
Sunday Mass because they are
not able to leave their homes.
The Body of Christ is brought to
members not able to participate
around the table of the Lord.
Similarly, through the Meals on
Wheels program, Pax Christi
volunteers bring meals to those
not able to leave their home
due to advanced vyears, illness,
rehab, or recovery from medi-
cal procedures. The program is
now merged with the program
in Bloomington, and Pax Christi
serves as a drop-site for the route
drivers in the Eden Prairie area.

THANKSGIVING MEALS - The 12
Baskets Ministry of Pax Christi
coordinates the collection and
distribution of full meals dur-
ing the annual Thanksgiving
Meal Appeal. The ingredients
for hundreds of meals are as-

sembled so families in need
can participate in the tradi-
tion of preparing and serving
a meal of dignity as we pause
as a nation to give thanks. This
effort also collects and distrib-
utes grocery gift cards so fami-
lies can purchase a turkey and
other perishables. Individuals
and families who donate often
remark that it is part of their
giving thanks that they share
with others so they might give
thanks together.

The sacred meal at Sunday Mass
provides an essential example
for the rest of our week. There
are many opportunities to imi-
tate the hospitality of Jesus.
Whether we are gathered for
Mass, the Sunday night faith
formation meal, for a cup of
coffee and a donut on Sunday
after Mass, or around our ta-
ble at home, we are nourished
by Christ, by community, and
called to share this nourishment
in service of the world around
us. Written by Michael Griffin, Director
of Justice and Faith Formation.




“CROPS FOR PROP” GARDEN PROJECT
GETTING READY FOR ACTION

A GOOD winter's rest restores the energy and dispositions both the
earth and her care-takers need to share life and prepare for a season
long relationship that leads to a bountiful harvest. The “Crops for
PROP” Garden project is getting ready to provide fresh produce for the
PROP food shelf serving our local community. Last year well over 1,000
pounds were harvested and donated. In addition, parish members
brought produce from home gardens and donated to PROP as well.

Planning meetings will be held later in April. Planting parties will
take place in early-mid May. Watch for detailed announcements
in future parish communications, or call the parish office for more
information. You may also sign-up to volunteer at www.paxchristi.
com/propgarden. No gardening experience is necessary. There are
options for one-time, weekly, and season long opportunities to help.
Families are welcome too.

Think Spring! Think Summer Gardening! Think Crops for PROP!

= B o )

PAX CHRISTI'S ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGE MINISTRY

AS THE LAND in our area APRIL 24 ARBOR DAY: Be

wakes up from the long winter
hibernation, the Environmental
Challenge Ministry is planning
a number of activities for
this spring.

APRIL 8 AND 15 BIRD OUTINGS:
Beginning at 8:30am. Dress
accordingly, bring binoculars,
and bird books if you can. If
you are interested but these
days don't work for you, let
us know, and we can add a
Saturday or Sunday. To RSVP
or for more information,
contact  parishioner  Peg
Musegades, pegmusegades@
gmail.com, or the parish
office, 952-941-3150.

inspired to plant a tree, or
if that doesn’'t work, at least
hug a tree. Take a moment
to consider all the goodness
we receive from the creation
of trees. They provide shade,
habitat, food, and beauty to
cities, towns, and acreage.

Thomas Merton, a Trappist
monk, poet, and activist, says,
"By reading the scriptures |
am so renewed that all nature
seems renewed around me and
with me. The sky seems to be
a purer cooler blue, the trees
a deeper green. The whole
world is charged with the glory
of God and | feel fire and music
under my feet.”

Justice 13

NEEDS TIME AND TALENT, T0O!

PAX CHRISTI calls members to
Stewardship as a way of life
and to share resources of time,
talent, and treasure even in
uncertain economic times. Since
its founding, a portion of the
Sunday collection has been set
aside for grants to organizations
and groups working to address
issues and concerns in line with
the social mission of the Church.
The task of evaluating grant
requests and prioritizing issues
is carried out in the name of
the parish by the Justice Grants
Board. The two main goals of
this effort are

1) Ending homelessness and
2) education and child
development to alleviate poverty.

Justover $100,000in grants has
been distributed this year. The
justice grants board has a liaison
to each funded organization.
Part of their responsibility is to
surface opportunities for Pax
Christi members to volunteer
with the recipient groups.
Many of the opportunities go
unfilled. There is no better
time to get connected with
a grant recipient than right
now. The Lenten call to share
with those in need is leading
us to celebrate the joy of the
resurrection at Easter. New life
calls us to new challenges and
to share the Good News. Share
your time and talent today! Go
to www.paxchristicom or call
the parish office.



On Our Journey of Stewardship

BETWEEN FOOLS AND SHOWERS
— FINDING THE STEWARDSHIP
BALANCE IN APRIL

APRIL is renowned for wildly
unpredictable weather; a day
may start sunny, switch to rain
showers, and finish off with a
snowstorm.  We Minnesotans
know enough to remember in
April to be patient — if we don't
like the weather, just wait a bit,
and in a little while, we may
get something else more to our
liking. Perhaps that is why April
1st was an easy pick for Fool's
Day celebrations. ~ Why not
dedicate a day in April to pull
the wool over someone else
when Mother Nature is enjoying
creating weather havoc? By April,
many of us are more than ready
to change gears, break out of the
winter wardrobe, and get outside
and enjoy spring. Although
April weather is unpredictable
at best and many find it hard to
face one more “last” snowfall,
hope of spring prevails when
the late season snow falls don't
quite cover the crocus and tulip
sprouts. It's interesting that the
"April showers bringing May
flowers” verbiage was actually

written over 450 years ago.
We have been asking for some
patience and a reason to be
optimistic for a long, long time.

All sorts of things change with
the arrival of spring. You see
your neighbors again instead of
the winter shovel nod, buds and
birds reappear, and the hours of
daylightincrease. Aswe strive to
leave winter behind and surge
into spring, April is a perfect
time to renew and recommit
to living the life of a steward.
What better time to plant the
seed of your gifts and watch
them grow with your sharing?
There are needs in your corner
of the world that you have the
perfect gifts to answer. Instead
of offering “foolish” lip service
such as, "I'lLhelp out later, when
| have more time” (that's not
going to happen), or "I don't
have any gifts to share,” (wrong
again, each of us is uniquely
gifted), spring forward, and just
give of yourself. You won't be
disappointed.

If you aren’t sure what your gifts
may be, perhaps it's time to take
a Living Your Strengths class
at Pax Christi. Join over 950
members who have learned
about their God-given strengths
by taking an online assessment
and working within a small
group environment to learn how
to harness your strengths and
be the person God calls you to
be. This spring we are offering
two six-week courses, the first
starting on Sunday mornings
from 9:30-11:00am beginning
April 12, and a second class
meets on Tuesday evenings
from  6:30-8:00pm  starting
April 14. The $17 fee covers the
online code, a textbook, journal,
and a certified facilitator to
guide the small group. If you
would like to register for the
Sunday or Tuesday Living
Your Strengths Class, contact
Mary Kennedy, mkennedy@
paxchristicom or 952-405-
7220. Written by Mary Kennedy,
Director of Stewardship.
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THE POWER OF PAX CHRISTI-MEET JUDY OLMSTED

JUDY OLMSTED has been a
member of Pax Christi since
the very beginning (Okay,
she admits she missed the
first week). As someone who
lived “on the other side of the
tracks,” she was part of the
group that came over from St.
Ed’s in Bloomington to start this
new church in Eden Prairie. And
she and her family have been
faithful, active members of this
community ever since.

Her  volunteer  philosophy
at  first meant supporting
whatever activity her children
were involved in, whether it was
Boy Scouts, Art Masterpiece, or
CCD classes (what we call faith
formation today). When her

PAX CHRISTI OU

A CALL FOR COMMUNITY INPUT

THREE YEARS AGO the Facilities
Council began a deliberate
process looking at how to best
renew the St Francis Shrine
space. The area had issues.
Deteriorating infrastructure,
critters, invasive plants, even
minor vandalism had a negative
impact despite efforts of
dedicated gardeners to retain
its original beauty. A call went
out to people in our community
to discuss, debate, and share
ideas about what could be done.
From those initial meetings an
ad-hoc Shrine Planning Team
was formed. This team took the
community input and formed
3 specific, doable plan. The
call went out for volunteers
to go to work and work they
did. Gardners’, Hard Hats, Boy

family obligations were over,
she was free to choose her own
activities, which followed her
passion for justice issues.

Judy served on the Justice
Council for three years and
really enjoys seeing the fruits of
all the visioning that took place
during her time on the council.
And serving on the council
pushed her into advocacy at the
Capitol. "I never thought | could
be a voice for these different
causes.”

However her first choice is to
be a "doer,” and the 12-Baskets
Ministry allows her to do just
that. This ministry conducts
eight drives during the vyear

TSIDE SPACES:

Scouts, and many parishioners
donated their time, talent and
yes money to make it happen.
We can be justifiably proud of
what was accomplished.

Throughout this process, a
recurring theme kept bubbling
up to the surface. What's next?
Thanks to the foresight of our
pioneer parishioners, we have
23 acres of one of the most
unique and beautiful church
sites anywhere in the country.
What should we do to be the
best stewards of this precious
gift? The Facilities Council has
determined that we need an
overall master plan for all of our
outdoor spaces. No one person
has all the right answers, but
the St Francis project has given

(Thanksgiving dinners, Easter
baskets, back-to-school supp-
lies, library books, Christmas
gifts, etc.) where community
members are asked to donate
items. As a co-leader of this
ministry, Judy’s task is to help
the group evaluate and select
the agencies that will receive
support from Pax Christi. The
planning team meets once
per month, and new members
are always welcome. Sorting
and delivering the items takes
many hands, so volunteer
help is always needed in this
area, too. If you or your family
would like to help, please call
the church office or sign up
on the gifts inventory form.
Written by Maret Ryan, parishioner.

some insight on how we might
proceed. Using lessons learned

from that project we are
sounding a call for community
input and will be forming a
working committee charged
with creating a master plan.

We will start with listening
meetings after all the Masses on
APRIL 11 AND 12, in the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Room near the
main entrance.

These "brainstorming” sessions
have two objectives:

* Listen to ideas - big, small, and
everything in between

* Identify interested individuals—
Ranging from those who are
“just curious” and want to
stay in the communication
loop to anyone who may have
an interest in participating
as a member of the steering
committee

If you would like to be
involved, but are unable
to attend these meetings

contact Ken Reineccius, Dir. of
Operations, 952-405-7250, or
kreineccius@paxchristi.com;
or Joe Zweber, 612-501-1700,
joezweber@gmail.com.
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MAKE SURE PAX CHRISTI IS PART OF YOUR
HOUSEHOLD'S SUMMER PLANS FOR FUN AND FAITH!

SAVE THE DATES! Registration and program details will be available soon. Parent volunteers help make it all happen and you receive even
more than you give! Complete details at www.paxchristi.com.

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY

NICER WEATHER means an
increase in the number of walks,
rides, and other efforts to raise
money for a cause. The more
intense the experience, the few
number of participants. They are
often accompanied by higher
expenses too. Supporters and
benefactors make it possible
for these important events
to happen.

Some experiences in parish life
are like this, too. Things like
retreats, camps, and mission
trips offer unique experiences

VACATION BIBLE CAMP
JULY 27-31, 9:00AM-NOON
AGE 3-GRADE 6

“SON” AND SERVICE CAMP
JULY 27-31, 8:45AM-4:30PM
GRADES 6-9

for special groups of people.
They are animportant part of our
tradition that help shape and
form participants, especially
our youth, often for a lifetime.
Unfortunately, there are higher
expenses.  Fortunately, we
have a way to still make these
opportunities possible.

"Companions on the Journey”
affords an avenue for parish
members to support the
young people in our parish
so they can participate in the
unique, special experiences

MISSION/SERVICE TRIP
TO SIQUX FALLS, SD
JUNE 29-1ULY 2
GRADES 6-8

YOUTH IN THEOLOGY

AND MINISTRY

AT ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
JUNE 14-27

GRADES 9-12

like camps and mission trips
during the summer months.
The youth need your dollars
to make the trip possible and
to cover expenses. They also
need your prayers and to know
that there are adults in this
parish community that care
about them.

ON THE WEEKENDS OF MAY
30/31 AND JUNE 6/7 after all
Masses, you will be invited
to show vyour support by
contributing to these youth

SUMMER FEST
INMENOMONIE, WI
JULY 20-24
GRADES 6-8

YOUNG NEIGHBORS
INACTION
INWASHINGTON, DC (ful)
JULY 11-18

GRADES 9=12

At
Ay

programs and become a
“Companion on the Journey.”
You may also contribute on our
secure parish website at www.
paxchristi.com.

This is not a one way
relationship. The youth will
lift you up in prayer as they
prepare and then participate
in the experience. There will
also be a time after they return
to share their stories with you,
their benefactors.



FIC-THEUPPER
ROOM

And when they had entered, they
went up to the upper room, where
they were staying, Peter and John
and James and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Mat-
thew, James the son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot and Judas
the son of James. -Acts 1:13

TWO THOUSAND YEARS LATER,
the senior high youth of Pax
Christi endeavor to emulate their
Christian predecessors, with the
only noticeable difference being
that their troupe is sadly devoid
of a Bartholomew.

Every Sunday at 6:30pm,
the high school juniors and
seniors of the Pax Christi
Upper Room  Faith Interest
Connector (FIC) group meet at
the rectory to develop their
beliefs. The mentality of the
Upper Room is that one’s faith
exploration shouldn't end after
Confirmation. But the Upper
Room’s idea of faith exploration
isn't all work and no play. A
typical evening begins with
pizza and, if there are leftovers,
ends with pizza as well. These
pizza-bookended meetings are
filled with fruitful discussions,
with topics ranging from the
origin of faith to Christianity in

film to activism in the Church.
Another activity the Upper
Room enjoyed was a cultural
exploration through a Dia de
los Muertos (Day of the Dead)
celebration,  wherein  they
created a traditional Mexican
altar (and consumed traditional
Mexican food).

Most recently, the youth par-
took in both a jubilant and
thought-provoking evening
to honor Martin Luther King,
Jr. To get the ball rolling, they
were treated to a Southern-
style feast which consisted of
from-scratch fried catfish, fried
chicken, homemade macaroni
and cheese, mashed black-eyed
peas, collard greens, and corn-
bread muffins. Following the
meal, the youth watched a film
entitled Freedom Riders which
chronicled the brave undertak-
ings of civil rights activists who
stood up against segregation in
the Southern United States. The
Upper Room plans to conduct
similar events in the future.

Led by Trish Vanni and Peter
Bierer, the Upper Room is a
tremendous way for Pax Christi
juniors and seniors to become
more involved in their faith
alongside their friends. For
more information, contact Peter
Bierer, pbierer@paxchristi.com.
Written by parishioner, Emily Corpuz.

Readings for April 17

READINGS FOR
APRIL

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 5, 2015

Sunday:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Acts 10:344a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 or
1 Cor 5:6b-8/In 20:1-9 or

Mk 16:1-7 or Lk 24:13-35

Acts 2:14,22-33/Mt 28:8-15
Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18

Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35

Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48

Acts 4:1-12/In 21:1-14

Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 12, 2015

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Acts 4:32-35/1]n 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31
Acts 4:23-31/In 3:1-8

Acts 4:32-37/1n 3:7b-15

Acts 5:17-26/In 3:16-21

Acts 5:27-33/In 3:31-36

Acts 5:34-42/1n 6:1-15

Acts 6:1-7/]Jn 6:16-21

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2015

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1 In 2:1-53/Lk 24:35-48
Acts 6:8-15/]n 6:22-29

Acts 7:51--8:1a/In 6:30-35

Acts 8:1b-8/]n 6:35-40

Acts 8:26-40/1In 6:44-51

Acts 9:1-20/]n 6:52-59

1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 26, 2015

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18
Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10

Acts 11:19-26/In 10:22-30

Acts 12:24--13:53/In 12:44-50
Acts 13:13-25/In 13:16-20

Acts 13:26-33/In 14:1-6

Acts 13:44-52/In 14:7-14
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APRIL

GARDENING/OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE SIGNUP

Weekenps THROUGH APRiL FoLLowinG ALL Masses aT EnTrances

Do you love the outdoors? Do you like to see the results of your
efforts? Come jointhe Summer Gardening and Outdoor Maintenance
Group. We have split up our Pax Christi property into approximately
15 different areas and are looking for people to sign up to take
care of various areas for a month from May through September.
Depending on the condition of the area, this should involve working
the area once a week or once every other week. All we are looking
for are volunteers to do a little trimming, weeding, and/ or sweeping
to keep our facilities looking great. It's a great way to take pride in
our wonderful facilities. We have a sign up table at door number 3
and we will provide you with a list of suggested work and how to
handle the weeds or trimmings when you are done. The whole Pax
Christi community will appreciate your efforts.

MINISTRY TO THE SEPARATED AND DIVORCED

Monbpay Evenings BecinninG ApriL 13, 6:30-8:30pm, ST. RicHarD's

The loss of a relationship through separation and divorce poses one
of the most difficult transitions a person can face. As people journey
through a divorce, they face the stress of emotions, life changes, and
developing ways to live a new life.

The Coalition of area Catholic Churches supports and sponsors
the Ministry to the Separated and Divorced Speaker Series and
Divorce and Beyond Support Group, ministering to those who are
experiencing this specific life transition. The Spring Speaker Series
will be held on April 13 (Using Family Strengths in Response to
Separation and Divorce), April 20 (Separation/Divorce and Shattered
Dreams: Storying and Re-storying After Loss) and April 27 (Family
Ripples: Attention to Children, Grandparents, Friends) at St. Richard's
Catholic Church, 7540 Penn Ave So. Richfield, MN 55423. There is no
fee for the speaker series.

BOOMERS AND BEYOND: FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

THuRrsbpay, APRiIL 16, 2:30-4:30pm, CHanHassen LocaTion

Join the Boomers and Beyond at Feed My Starving Children in
Chanhassen, 18732 Lake Dr. (1st street to the right off Hwy. 5 & Dell Rd
south) to help pack meals that are shipped to over 70 countries around
the world to feed nutritious meals to needy children. All are welcome to
this service opportunity. There is no fee to attend; monetary donations
for food and shipping are welcomed by the Feed My Starving Children
organization. Please register online at www.paxchristi.com or by calling
the RSVP line, 952-405-7251. After meals are packed, those who wish
are welcome to join other Boomers for a bite to eat at the American
Legion in Chanhassen. RSVP

THE MANY FACES OF OUR MOTHER MARY

Webnesbpay, ApriL 22, 29, May 6, 6:30-8:00pm, Room 239

The Gospels offer us brief but vivid stories about Mary the mother of
Jesus. While much can be learned by exploring the biblical narrative,
our lived tradition of celebrating the life and role of the Blessed Mother
is also rich. In this series we come together to explore historical, cultural,
and religious perspectives on Mary. These will include reflecting on the
biblical narrative; learning about the Marian appearances in Mexico,
Ireland, Vietnam, Portugal, France and more; and encountering Vatican
Il and contemporary teaching on Mary as a “type” of the Church. In song,
story, and prayer, we will honor Mary in the traditional season in which
we remember her, and hopefully come away with a deeper connection
to the one who is proclaimed Blessed Mother by all Catholics.

MAY

ART EXHIBIT: GOD'S BEAUTY - PAPER COLLAGE

ApPRIL 26-May 10, ArTIST RecepTion APRIL 26, 10:00am-1:00Pm

Join us in welcoming Twin Cities artist, Raynele Schneider, to the
Pacemin Terris Gallery. God's beautiful creation inspires much of her
work. Her style is restful, gentle, and filled with springtime colors.
Raynele's primary medium is paper collage. She then embellishes
it with paint, markers, gel pens and colored pencils. Feast your eyes
on her work and give a big sigh of joy and thanks for God's beauty.
Raynele says, "Depicting nature is a passionate adventure. It gives
me joy to bring beauty, meaning and inspiration.”

PAX CHRISTI'S ANNUAL RUNWALKPRAY 3K

Saturpay, May 16, 9:00am, Fee $20/$10 AppiTionaL FamiLy ParTicipant

The Stewardship Council along with member fitness enthusiasts at
Pax Christi are planning the 3rd Annual RunWalkPray5k. This parish-
wide effort will benefit Crops for PROP community garden and build
community among Pax Christi families and the greater Eden Prairie
neighborhood. With a theme of RunWalkPray5k, we aim to focus on
finding balance through use of our healthy bodies while building
fellowship and enjoying God's creation. With this 5k, we will
strengthen our community and our spiritual and physical fitness. All
are welcome! Pax Christi families and residents from the surrounding
communities are invited to join in the fun. Bring someone along who
is not a Pax Christi member. Our goal is 250 participants so we need
you to join in the fun. Register by May 11. RSVP




MAKE PLANS NOW

SUICIDE PREVENTION IN MINNESOTA: A PROGRESS REPORT

Monbpay, June 1, 6:30-8:00pm

Preventing suicide is becoming a top priority for health care and
mental health services around the country. Here in Minnesota, a
public-private task force has been working on the development
of a statewide suicide prevention plan. The goal of the plan is to
reduce suicide deaths in Minnesota by 10 percent in five years,
and by twenty percent in ten years, ultimately working toward zero
suicides. This educational program will provide information about
the activities outlined in the state plan and help participants identify
how they can take steps to reduce suicide in their own community. In
particular, participants will learn how they and their organizations can
promote messages of resilience and recovery for people with mental
illness and their families. This event is co-sponsored by the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), and Pax Christi Catholic Community.
The presenters will be Donna Fox, Program Director, NAMI Minnesota,
and Melissa Hensley, Assistant Professor of Social Work, Augsburg
College. This event is free, but please register online. RSVP

YOUTH IN THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY

June 14-27, ST. JoHn's UniversiTy, GRapes 9-12, Fee oF $250

Spend two weeks at St. John's University with other high school
youth serving those in need, making new friendships, and having
fun! Live on a college campus and hang out with monks and nuns
(this is actually very cool)! The cost is $375. Scholarships are
available! Register with a $50 deposit. RSVP

MISSION/SERVICE TRIP TO SIOUX FALLS, SD

June29-JuLy 2, Grapes 6-8, Fee oF $250

All current 6th-8th grade youth are encouraged to be a part of
this trip. We will be working with agencies that help the homeless,
mentally ill, and families of men in prison. You will be the hands and
feet of Jesus! Register with a $50 deposit. The cost of the trip is $300.
Adults are also needed to help drive and chaperone and must have
completed a background check, driver's check, and Virtus training. Be
the hands and feet of Jesus as we serve others in Sioux Falls! RSVP

SUMMER FESTIVAL SUMMER CAMP

Jury 20-24, Menomonie, WI, Grapes 6-8, Fee oF $385

Youth currently in 6th-8th grade are invited to participate in this
amazing week-long summer camp experience. Join hundreds of
other youth for messy games, a rockin’ band, funny skits, powerful
talks, and a chance to have meaningful conversations about God.
Plan now to attend, and register online by May 1. A $50 deposit will
hold your spot (the remaining cost of $335 will be billed). Adults
interested in chaperoning are also needed! RSVP
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP

Jury 27-31, 9:00am-Noon, Ace 3-GRrape 6

There is no better place for children age 3-grade 6 to have fun
singing, praying, doing crafts, playing games with friends old and
new in a very supportive, caring environment. The theme this year is
"God is our Rock” and will feature great presentations making bible
stories come alive to learn and live the message of God's love. RSVP

“SON” AND SERVICE CAMP

Jury 27-31, 8:45am-4:30pm, GrRapes 6-9

SSC takes place the same week as Pax Christi’'s Vacation Bible Camp
and is a great, age-appropriate alternative for our middle-school
youth. SSC will begin at 8:45am each day with service (at Vacation
Bible Camp and other metro area sites). The afternoons are filled
with fun activities such as Grand Slam, a water park, movies, and
games. We wrap up our day at 4:30pm. Watch for more info. RSVP

NATIONAL CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE (NCYC)

Novemser 19-21, 2015, InpianapoLis, IN, Fee oF $700 (esT.)

Pax Christi's Sr. High Ministry will be joining over 20,000 Catholic
teenagers for the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) at the
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, IN, and we want you to join us!
This incredible weekend is filled with stellar music, inspirational
speakers, amazing experiences of prayer and worship, and much
more! NCYC is an incredible way to see the Catholic faith in a new
way, to grow closer to God, make new friends from around the
country, and be inspired to live a life of faith! Sign-up today and get
ready for the experience of a lifetime! RSVP

i A

ANOTE ABOUTEVENTS
AT PAX CHRISTI

Due to the large volume of events we offer at
Pax Christi, we have to keep our announcements
brief. Please visit us online at www.paxchristi.
com for additional information and details. If an
event indicates RSVP, you may register/signup
online at www.paxchrisi.com/event registration.
Questions? Contact the parish office, 952-941-3150.
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TEAR HERE

at Pax Christi

See pages 18-19 for details.

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY _ FRIDAY _ SATURDAY
29 30 31 1 2 3 4

PALM SUNDAY HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY
BLESS EASTER FOOD
LIVING STATIONS
EASTER VIGIL
LORD'S PASSION
EASTER BUILDING CLOSED FIRST EUCHARIST
INFO NIGHT FOR PREP RETREAT
EASTER MASSES COUNCIL DISCERNMENT
OUTDOOR

MASTER PLAN MTG.

13 14 19 16 17 18

LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS
BOOMER'S FMSC
OUTDOOR
MASTER PLAN MTG. COUNCLDISCERAVENT  FAITH FGRMATION CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION
FAITH FORMATION RETREAT RETREAT
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
FACES OF MARY
FAITH FORMATION LEADERSHIP MTGS.  FAITH FORMATION
26 21 28 29 30 MAY 1 2
PAPER COLLAGE
ART EXHIBIT OPENS
EXPLORING COUNCIL
FAITH FORMATION MEMBERSHIP FAITH FORMATION
3 4 0 6 1 8 9
MENTAL HEALTH/ FIRST FRIDAY

FAITH FORMATION SPIRITUALITY SUPPORT COFFEE/SOCIAL




PAX CHRISTI
CONTACTS

PASTOR
Fr. Bill Murtaugh 952-405-7245

SR ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Fr. Herb Hayek  952-405-7219

DEACONS
Al Schroeder
Terry Beer

952-405-7205
952-405-7231

PARISH DIRECTOR

Vicki Klima 952-405-7211

ACCOUNTANT

Anne Swenson 952-405-7202

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT
Mike Ferrara 952-405-7207
Maria Miller 952-405-7217

COMMUNICATIONS

Melissa Nault

Editor
952-405-7221

FAITH FORMATION

Director
Senior High
Grades 1-6
Middle School
Pre-School

OPERATIONS

Director

Building Services Coord.

Building Services
Building Services

PASTORAL CARE

Director
Pastoral Care Specialist
Parish Nurse

STEWARDSHIP

Director
Nursery Coord.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC

Director
Weddings/Liturgy
Teen Choir

Michael Griffin
Peter Bierer
Reneé Dignan
Cindy Novak
Carol Osterhus

Ken Reineccius
Al Haider
Terry Lee

Todd Nelson

Jane Schmitz
Mary Ann Callahan
Ann Dunagan

Mary Kennedy
Janell McBeain

Donna Kasbohm
Sally Bergum
Angie O'Brien

952-405-7230
952-405-7210
952-405-7212
952-405-7214
952-405-7213

952-405-7250
952-405-7234
952-405-7233
952-405-7233

952-405-7238
952-405-7227
952-405-7200

952-405-7220
952-405-7242

952-405-7240
952-405-7229
952-405-7243
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Fr. William Murtaugh
Vicki Klima

Cheryl Bann

Mark Cox

Steve Jacobs

Mike Karas

Jack Kegel

Pat Kelly

Melissa Miller

Mike Schneider

Joe Stich

Mary Testin

Brian Traxler

Phil Trovato, Chair

PARISH TRUSTEES
Shari Steffen
Bruce Koehn

FINANCE COUNCIL
Steve Jacobs, Chair
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Frank Govekar www.abraauto.com
HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
CALL NOW! 1-888-891-6806
AUTO BODY & GLASS
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60 Loke Drive East, Chanhassen, MN 55317 DEALER
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"I/ THE PUNCTUAL PLUMBER « we eat + bow + play o5 n

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Heating!
952-931-9676 .. ccocce

Great Breakfast! (Sat. & Sun.)
tuttlesbowling.com
107 Shady Oak Rd. * 952-938-4090

Your Ad Here

SUPPORT OUR PARISH THROUGH LOCAL ADVERTISING
Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!
VBien@&LBi.com or 952-852-4031

S

$\'A s '“’PING .&Si.

952-445-7676

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ASSESSMENT

Eden Prairie
(952) 944-8040

www.AtoZRents.com
Special Events

A

CatholicMatich

Minnesota BENTER

eIaN=:  (952) 944-6916

TECHNICRETE®
IS THE ONLY CONCRETE
WITH A LIFETIME,

Clover

Cleaners “

Same day Service
Family owned and operated
since 1972
944-0508
9342 Ensign Ave. So.

Bloomington Ferry At Hwy 169
(near McDonald’s)

(% A FAMILY WEL
(952) 9267515
6600 France Ave. So. #206, Edina
www.moorechiropractic.org

CatholicMatch.com/MN

ic.org

i

z out how
= far your heart
can reach

4

LOMMEN ABDO [

LAW FIRM

NO-CRACK GUARANTEE.
HAGE |

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930
612-861-4243

$19.95%/Mo. + 1 FREE MONTH

> No Long-Term Contracts

> Price Guarantee
> American Made

1-877-801

*First Three Months

~7772

Werness Bros Bloomington Chapel * 952-884-8145
2300 W Old Shakopee Road

LITURGICAL
PUBLICATIONS

@

Edina » 952-920-3996
West 50th St. & Hwy 100

Bremer Bank
11800 Singletree Lane
Eden Prairie ® 952-944-6262
1-800-908-BANK * Bremer.com
Member FDIC

SPREAD THE WORI?!
Shop Our Advertisers!

For ad info. call Bud Bien at 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

www.washburn-mcreavy.com

i vobid Milli f |
Phil Cole, Parishioner Haiors ol pacpleovasens,
www.lommen.com 1-888-354-0060

. CRS.ORG/cb
faith.

IC action.

CATHOUIC RELIEF SERvicEs Tesults,

612.339.8131

FUNERAL HOMES

& Cremation Services
Excelsior Chapel » 952-474-9595 Mound Chapel » 952-472-1716

Eden Prairie Chapel * 952-949-4970
www.huberfunerals.com

Funeral Chapels
e Cremation Services

Eden Prairie « 952-975-0400
2 Blks N. of Hwy 5 on Mitchell Road

Dawn Valley Chapel & Memorial Gardens
952-941-7686 * 9940 Bush Lake Road

7z , PUDAS LANDSCAPE
\S(J & Construction

Landscaping % Residential Roofing

Quality you can trust!

Call Rich Pudas (952) 201-9006

YOUR
SUPPORT
MATTERS!

Pax Christi, Eden Prairie, MN

B 2C 02-0179



Notre Dame Academy —

e
551!3' s

Suburban Waste Services
“your hometown garbage hauler”

Your regional Catholic school

Call 952.358.3500

Office Furgjﬂtggengutlet Store!

- Centrally located with close a
- Free Continental Breakfs
7740 Flying Cloud Dr. * Eden Prairie

cess 10 [reeways

NOTRE 952-937-8900
or visit nda-mn.org DAME M]nnco
for more information 13505 Excelsior Blvd.

ROOFING - SIDING - WINDOWS - GUTTERS
Eden Prairie Company

Denied? Partial Repair?
Unhappy with your
insurance claim?

Minnetonka MN 53345
or to schedule a tour.

Building Lifefong
Customers Since

952-934-7600
R iy wemcomn WE CAN HELP!
Carrie E. Clark, D.C. » Christoper D. Jo, D.C.| " ™" Exterior Remodeling = 952-224-0026

David R. Patterson, D.C.

Roofing * Siding * Decks * Windows
(952) 920 4528 » www. edmadnroprnmc com

www.cotyconstruction.com

www.minncobuilders.com
MinnCo Builders are not public adjusters

Desks, chairs, conference
tables and more!

Modern Offlqlg

6900 Shady Oak Rd. » Eden Prairie
(952) di1.2697 | Open M-F, 9AN-5PM
www.ModernOfficeFurniture.com

Aging Joyfully
AP >

A Residential Elder-care Facility
High quality, personalized care for elders

13050 Pioneer Trail, Eden Prairie, MN 55347
WWW. agmg]oyiully com 952-941-2510

(612) 986-0303
Gr KTeaver@gmail.com
2T KimTeaver.com
b@» We're ready o help
Call foday for o free consultation
Kim Teaver and Company, llc

Your Single Source for Professional Estate
& Moving Sale Services Since 2007

+

i

L CARD. |:

Bank of America 22> Home Loans

X E

KNIGHTS OF CO p— .
Building Corporatlon

] [Ty g JC Christensen, Agent| joe Greco
— St. Paul, MN | Senior Mortgage Loan Officer
BONDING [SRSEPPARS o by s 0:400525 12
= joe.greco@bankofamerica.com
(952) 808-1600 mmlgage.b.mkohmen(a.(omfyoeg::(';v the retreat
855-375-BAIL A M sty Concerned about someone’s
su RT PARISHTHR HLO AD NG alcohol or drug dependency?
PPORT OUR ISH 0UG CAL ADVERTISI| We can help.
Contact Bud Bien to place an ad today!
2 e RECOVERY STARTS HERE
\:?nen ,4LPJ.com or 952-852-4031 : =
n 9 S —— S—— Lic #2988 c c (952) 476-5934

Marketing Strategy » Data Analytics

Contact Jan at 612-638-1433 www.theretreat.org

Home Grown
Fruits,

Vegetables
& Cut Flowers

952-475-2097

e New Homes
e Remodeling
e Kitchens & Baths

’% erM

f'arm markst

952-217-9573
9100 Eden Prairie Rd. * Eden Prairie, MN 55347

DREAM JOB %

ﬂ/\ XX

Baths 0
Kitchens = - -
EthanRobert Repair ={: B
# 338048
CONSTRUCTION Remodeling ortgage | e
612-987-8666 0ra.co
www.ethanrobert.com lict BC630671 Q
s A9 P (L
DD U AY e = =
— A Senior Apartments,
- - Assisted Living,
K7 3 O [ Memory Care &
B PRONTO PACK: - -|°
www.stthere: thw m
Biaggi’s Pronto Pack is the perfect way to 952.236-1783
e “. 4 enjoy a great meal at home or on the go!
; It's perfectly sized to serve 4-5 people g
and includes the salad and pasta of =
5 4 # your choice and our freshly baked Tue GLENN
a3 A " R bread with Biaggi’s Butter for dipping. by St Therese Seuthorest
o www.theglennseniorh ing.com
D
- 952-232-1606
J N\ k - ot
all i { s - ! A
. 3 G ; N :
Largest online directory of Catholic C es. S

» A : 5
th(nﬁo.\lr & Whki KNIGHTS
o OF COLUMBUS
Ourdoctars & feam suppon IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

all Eden Prairie Community sports & activities
Eden Prairie » Minnetonka * Chaska » Waconia » Mound

* Growing company hiring Ad Sales Executives
* Sales experience preferred ¢ Full-time

* Overnight travel required » Uncapped commissions
* Competitive benefits program

E-mail jobs@4LPi.com for more information

YOUR
SUPPORT
MATTERS!

0d OBrien, D.D
AIN REE 0 ahon, D.D
O’'B obriendentalcare.co
HOPKINS
Bob & Jan Byer, Parishioners " n - 0
Open Daily: 11-2 a.m. » Weekend Brunch: 10-2 p.m, 5
Party Facllltyavallable for Private Parties erving Buyers/Sellers 3
— 814 Mainstreet 29,190 DI LOnayliatio
Hopkins, MN skl 5 Ak
(952) 938-2400 % ‘_ J
mainstreetbar.com 44-00
o\ SHORy
<z § <
5 maid v
’ right <
www.maidrightminneapolis.com
= 952-479-0909
Kevin & Sue Johnson
a D o

« Professional Home Cleaning Service
« Highly Trained Cleaning Teams
« Weekly, Bi-Weekly or Monthly Cleanings
« Exclusive Disinfecting Process
« A Guaranteed Clean Home!
Call For a Free Estimate
Special Offer - mention this ad and get:

hhorthodontics.com 952-937-0111 WWWw. ko fC 2 Org Willslg Mwoi?ll iush **($25 off 1st 2 cleans with recurring service)**

S— BER \ / SUMMIT PLACE CI,I.OHCS%p

: : - i Sv;:»':cl:‘\:tl::nl\clsmzrpi:‘l:::im (952 9L £2) 708-087) “Famous Hamburgers”

ST G g e ° Eden Prairie » 952.995.1000 cristywilis@ mosiahwilis@ [|  Eden Prairie 952-934-5299
(e > 20y WWW. itpl i pus.com ed Ity.com edinarealty.com [j Bert & Bonnie Notermann  www.lionstap.com
@ Bt s For ad info. call Bud Bien at 1-800-950-9952 @ www.4lpi.com Pax Christi, Eden Prairie, MN A 4C 02-0179




V’ Church of Pax Christi of Eden Prairie NON-PROFIT ORG.
< 12100 Pioneer Tralil U.S. POSTAGE
L 0N Eden Prairie, MN 55347-4208 PLEASE DELIVER BY PAID

PERMIT #3844

MARCH 31, |_Twincmes un
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S sroths Chunch/

Or more precisely YOU are the Church...
and Pax Christi needs you!
DID YOU KNOW?

Faith Formation classroom programs serve more than 700 oF OUR YOUNG PeoPLe
from pre-K thru high school.

Each year our Faith Formation programs neep art LeasT 150 voLunTeeRs to
provide for the needs of the future of Pax Christi.

YOUR church needs you to consider the impact you can have on our future .“"
and consider becoming a catechist. Please contact Michael Griffin, -
Director of Faith Formation, mgrifin@paxchristi.com, to learn more. L
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